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Learning

My Upcoming Schedule:
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, Oct 24 – in Park Rapids all day
Tuesday, Oct 25 - in Park Rapids all day
Wednesday, Oct 26 - Park Rapids, 8am – 12:15, Nevis, 1:00 – 5:30
Thursday, Oct 27 – in Park Rapids all day
Friday, Oct 28 – in Nevis, 11 – 4:00

Please feel free to contact me at any time via my cell phone (320-241-6150), my home email
(lconzemius@gmail.com) or my Park Rapids email (lconzemius@parkrapids.k12.mn.us) .

Scheduled Classes:
There is a two-hour technology class scheduled in in Nevis on Wednesday, Oct 28, on Seesaw student
portfolios, and one in Park Rapids on Thursday, Nov 3, on using Google Forms. All of you are welcome to
attend any of these classes. Please email me to let me know if you’ll be joining us. Thanks!

Google Tip:
Google Forms is one of the best and easiest ways to get information from your students, from other
teachers, or from parents. I’ve used it for years, and have loved the way I can survey a group quickly
and easily. But Google has added a new feature to Google Forms, and it is one that makes this an even
better tool for teachers! The new Google Forms has a built-in feedback loop that allows you to make
your form into a quiz with all of these quiz options:
Grading:
• Release grade immediately
• Later, after manual review (which turns on email collection
Respondents can see:
• Missed questions
• Correct Answers
• Point values
Let me know if I can help you set up a form and give this a try!

Keyboarding Links:
Want to share a few keyboarding links with your families, or try some with your students? Here are a
few to take a look at:
Typing Club: www.typingclub.com
Typing Study: www.typingstudy.com
Dance Mat Typing: www.dancemattypingguide.com
Ratatype: www.ratatype.com
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Creating Amazing videos to share
One of my favorite tools for sharing pictures and video with the community is through the use
of Animoto, which is an online tool as well as an iPad app. Although a paid service, Animoto
offers an educational use that is free of charge – and that allows you to let your students
create free videos from their pictures and video clips!
To get a free education account, first create a trial account at www.animoto.com. Use your
school email address! (If you want to create home videos you can create a separate account
with your home email address.) Then go to https://animoto.com/education/classroom and click
on the “APPLY NOW” button. Typically you will receive an email in the next 24 hours letting
you know that your account has been approved. Each year you will need to reply to an email
from Animoto reminding you that your free education account is expiring unless you follow the
link to continue it for another year.
So, why do I love Animoto? Using their pre-created themes and music, you can put your pictures
and video clips together into a professional-looking video! This is a great tool to use to tell the
story of a field trip, classroom event, project, concept, or activity. Animoto makes digital storytelling easy and fun – with a terrific video to share after just minutes of putting it together!
The Animoto blog has a terrific list of 10 Ways to Use Video in your Classroom. Read it here:
https://animoto.com/blog/education/ways-use-video-in-classroom. Take a look at these terrific
ideas today!

Social Media in Class
Are you using Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram accounts with a classroom account (or are you
considering it?) Please share your classroom account with the school so we can follow your
page. It also is very helpful if you use the school’s hashtag so we can follow what you’re doing
each day! The Park Rapids District Twitter account is: @parkrapidsisd (or you can use
#parkrapidsisd).
Interested in seeing what other classes are posting? Here are a few to watch:
Miss Weeding’s Class: @busybees104
Panther Phy Ed: @pe_panther
Park Rapids math: @parkrapidsmath
Nevis Robotics Tech-No-Tigers: @tnt3102
If you choose to promote your classroom activities through the use of any of these accounts, here are
a few rules to follow:
1. Keep the account separate from your personal account.
2. Be open with parents about what you’re doing: have parents sign a permission slip
3. Never post student last name’s or location/school.
4. Post photos that show groups of students, not individuals
5. Be cautious about “following” others: do not follow personal accounts.

Fall Technology Sessions 2016: PARK RAPIDS SCHOOLS
All sessions held in Century Elementary Computer Lab (unless otherwise noted)

Park Rapids
Wednesday, Sept 28
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Topic

Tuesday, Oct 4
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Using Technology to Improve Classroom Behavior

Monday, Oct 10
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Seesaw Student Portfolios

Thursday, Nov 3
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Make Data Easier with Google Forms

Wednesday, Nov 9
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Blogging 101

Wednesday, Nov 30
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Exploring Educreations

Tuesday, Dec 6
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Formative Assessments with Quizizz & Kahoot

Thursday, Dec 15
3:30 – 5:30 PM

Virtual Reality with Google Cardboard

Questions & Work Time
Trying out Google Classroom and need some questions answered? Can’t remember what you
learned last summer in a tech class? Need some time to set up some classroom technology?
This class is for you! There will not be a formal presentation, but instead Laurie will be there
to answer questions and provide assistance.
Managing a 21st Century Classroom can be a tall order. Find out ways of Improving your
overall classroom behaviors by using technology to increase the frequency and consistency of
positive feedback, manage behavior interventions, and keep easier records for goal setting.
Seesaw allows students and teachers to easily post items into a student portfolio, which can
also be shared with families. Children as young as preschool can learn how to scan a QR code
to add an image or document, and teachers have full control of everything posted. Seesaw is a
powerful tool, yet is easy to use…and free!
Parent Surveys, Student Quizzes, Data Collection, all can be gathered and organized efficiently
with Google Forms. Forms allows you to create surveys and quizzes and will automatically
bounce the information to a connected spreadsheet. Display survey data or using add-ons, like
flubaroo, you can grade quizzes and tests, making your formative or summative assessment
much more efficient. Bring materials to create
Looking for a way to engage parents? How about a venue for your students to share their
work? Maybe a place to post items for your class? Or even a spot where you can discuss topics
and/or share your knowledge? We will create blogs using Blogger (included free in the Google
Apps suite), where you’ll learn to personalize your blog, create links, embed content and
media, and share it with others.
Educreations has some great updates that make it the perfect tool for every classroom. We will
start with an Educreations how-to and then give you time to plan a few projects within your
curriculum and determine how you could use them. Finish off by sharing your ideas with the
group and posting them to your own Educreations classroom account. You will also hear about
similar apps and the different features that make them unique.
Quizizz and Kahoot are two free game-based learning platforms that make it fun to review and
learn. Both have their own special features, and work in any subject, in any language, on any
device – for all ages! Learn to use them, find teacher-created activities, and learn to create your
own. You will have time to create: bring a quiz or review activity.
You’ve heard about it, now come and try it out! Explore Virtual Reality apps and their
usefulness in the classroom during this hands-on workshop. Bring either your Android or
Apple phone, the Cardboard viewers will be provided for session use. Walk away with lesson
plan ideas, as well as adaptations for use with or without a viewer.

